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SUBJECT: STATE SECRETARY VAN EEKELEN REQUESTS WASHINGTON 
APPOINTMENTS 

1 . DEFENSE STATE SECRETARY VAN EEKELEN, WHO LATE LAST WEEK 
WAS RECONFIRMED IN HIS POSITION BY NEW DUTCH DEFENSE MINISTER 
SCHOLTEN, CALLED TO SAY HE WILL BE IN US TWICE IN APRIL AND 
HOPES TO AVAIL HIMSELF OF THE OPPORTUNITY TO CALL ON DEFENSE 
OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS SOME OF THE THEMES WHICH WERE ON THE 
AGENDA FOR THE SCHEDULED VISIT OF MOD KRUISINGA, WHICH WAS 
CONCELED UPON THE LATTER'S RESIGNATION. 

2. VAN EEKELEN WILL BE IN BALTIMORE APRIL 1-2 FOR EUROPEAN- 
AMERICAN WORKSHOP AND PRINCETON APRIL 21-23 TO ATTEND BILDER- 
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BERG CONFERENCE. HE WOULD BE AVAILABLE EITHER JUST BEFORE OR 
AFTER EITHER OR BOTH OF THESE MEETINGS. 

3. AMONG THE PERSONS VAN EEKELEN WOULD LIKE TO SEE HE 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED UNDER SECRETARIES OF ARMY. NAVY AND 
AIR FORCE, UNDER SECRETARY PERRY (DDR & E) AND MAJOR GENERAL 
GRAVES (DSAA). HINTING AT THE LONG-STANDING RIVALRY BETWEEN 
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FOREIGN AND DEFENSE MINISTRIES IN THE HAGUE WHICH, HE OBSERVED, 
MADE MFA LOOK WITH DEEP MISGIVINGS ON DEFENSE OFFICIALS CALLING 
ON THE STATE DEPARTMENT, VAN EEKELEN EXPRESSED HOPE NEVERTHELESS 
TO HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST AS WELL 
AS DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY GOODBY. TO GET AROUND THE 
HAGUE'S SENSITIVITIES VAN EEKELEN THOUGHT BEST WAY WOULD BE 
FOR HIM TO HAVE THE DUTCH AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON INVITE 
THESE STATE OFFICIALS FOR SOCIAL MEETING WITH VAN EEKELEN. 

4. IN MAKING REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS, VAN EEKELEN EXPLAINED 
THAT NEW DUTCH DEFENSE MINISTER HAS DECIDED TO LIMIT FOREIGN 
TRAVEL TO THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM DURING HIS FIRST MONTHS IN 
OFFICE AND HAS ASKED VAN EEKELEN TO FILL IN. VAN EEKELEN NOTED 
THAT NUMBER OF DEFENSE ISSUES ARE NOW FAST MATURING- NOTABLY 
ASW AIRCRAFT AND TANK REPLACEMENT- AND THAT HE WISHES TO PICK 
UP SLACK CAUSED BY THE CANCELLATION OF KRUISINGA VISIT. HE 
WOULD ALSO SPECIFICALLY LIKE TO COVER US-NETHERLANDS ARMS 
PRODUCTION RELATIONS AND POSSIBLE BILATERAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

5. COMMENT: AS A KEY FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL, VAN EEKELEN 
HAS BEEN WELL KNOWN TO US OFFICIALS DEALING WITH NATO ISSUES. 

IN HIS NEW FUNCTION HE CARRIES MAJOR POLITICAL RESPONSI- 
BILITY FOR DUTCH DEFENSE DECISIONS IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS. 
ACCORDINGLY. WE WARMLY SUPPORT HIS REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS 
AND RECOMMEND THAT EVERY EFFORT BE MADE TO COVER NOT JUST THOSE 
ISSUES WHICH HE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS BUT ALSO THOSE WHICH 
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US SIDE WOULD HAVE RAISED HAD THE KRUISINGA VISIT PROCEEDED 
AS SCHEDULED. SINCE FIRST VAN EEKELEN TRIP TO US IS LESS THAN 
A MONTH AWAY, WOULD APPRECIATE EARLY INDICATION OF POSSIBLE 
WASHINGTON APPOINTMENTS. 

BROWN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, ITINERARY, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 13 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978THEHA01307 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 40-0567, D78011 1-0444 

Format: TEL 
From: THE HAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780374/aaaackqn.tel 

Line Count: 99 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 2b02f6c7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3348380 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: STATE SECRETARY VAN EEKELEN REQUESTS WASHINGTON APPOINTMENTS 
TAGS: MPOL, NL, (VAN EEKELEN, W F) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2b02f6c7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



